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DEQ’s Community Involvement Initiative: The Department of Environmental Quality is dedicated to helping 
the public better understand DEQ’s role in protecting the environment, and to involving the public more 
effectively in environmental decision making.            

Welcome to Litter Picks, a look at litter prevention news in the 
Commonwealth and across the nation.  We hope that some of 
this information is helpful to you in your programs, and hope 
you’ll help us with news from your area related to litter 
prevention and awareness.  Had a successful clean up event?  
Recognized companies or citizens for their clean up efforts?   
Let us know by sending this information to Sheila Barnett at 
smbarnett@deq.virginia.gov. 

  Did you know? 
 

ü The 3rd Annual Potomac River Watershed Trash 
Summit will be held at the World Bank, 
Washington, DC June 17, 2008.  To register or for 
more information, go to: 
http://www.hardbargainfarm.org/trash_initiative/tra
sh_summit.html 

 
ü The Gateway Streetscape Foundation hosted the 

Winter Smith River Cleanup on February 9, 2008.  
The cleanup netted 13.34 tons of trash, tires, paper, 
appliances and debris.  Eighty-Six volunteers 
participated in the cleanup.  For more information, 
contact Lois Christensen, Executive Director, 
Gateway Streetscape Foundation, at 
gateway@co.henry.va.us 
 or (276) 634-4674. 

 
ü National Environmental Education week is April 13 

– 19, 2008.  For more information about 
Environmental Education week, go to: 
http://www.eeweek.org/.  To learn about the 
environmental programs sponsored by DEQ’s 
Office of Environmental Education, go to: 
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/education/homepage.ht
ml or contact Ann Regn at 
amregn@deq.virginia.gov  or (804) 698-4442. 

 
 

Litter Programs in Virginia Brochure Available  
   The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality created a 
brochure titled “Litter is more than an Eyesore! Here’s how you 
can help.”  The brochure has a brief description of litter programs 
in Virginia that recruit volunteers to assist with local litter 
programs. 
   You are invited to print off copies of this brochure and may 
distribute them.  There is a spot on the back of the brochure for 
you to stamp or place a label with your contact information for 
litter programs in your region. 
   Go to: http://www.deq.virginia.gov/recycle/lprevention.html 
and scroll down to the litter brochure. 
   For questions about the brochure, contact Sheila Barnett at 
smbarnett@deq.virginia.gov or (804) 698-4055. 
 
Let’s Shine Louisa! 
   The Louisa Board of Supervisors has chosen April as “Louisa 
Beautification Month.”  The county encourages individuals and 
groups to clean up the community.  As part of this effort, the 
Louisa Clean Community Commission is recruiting volunteers to 
join the Adopt-a-Highway groups in the county to do litter pick 
ups in April.  Potential volunteers are encouraged to register on 
the Louisa County Volunteer website at www.thevol.org 
   On April 5, Louisa County will sponsor a Beautification 
Festival from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. in the Glen Mayre Shopping 
Center.  This festival is designed to be a community awareness 
event that will encourage citizens to participate in litter pick ups, 
recycling, dispose of hazardous waste properly, and eliminate old 
tires and junk cars. 
   As part of Let’s Shine, students in Kindergarten through 12th 
grade are encouraged to participate in an art contest designed to 
promote anti-littering and pro- recycling messages.  The entries 
will be displayed at different locations throughout the county and 
the winning posters will be published in The Central Virginian 
newspaper to promote the spring cleanup. 
   For more information, visit the Louisa County Clean 
Community Commission Website at: 
http://www.louisacounty.com/CCC/CCC%20Home.html 
or contact Jason Pauley, Litter Program Manager for Louisa 
County at jpauley@louisa.org or 540-967-3455. 

Litter Enforcement Week 
   The Alice Ferguson Foundation and the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments Police Chief’s 
Committee announced the region’s first Litter Enforcement 
Week.  Litter Enforcement Week will run March 30 – April 5 
and will be followed by the 20th  Annual Potomac River 
Watershed Cleanup on Saturday, April 25. 
  More than 80 sites in Virginia are registered to participate in 
the waterway cleanups organized by the Alice Ferguson 
Foundation.  For more information, go to 
www.fergusonfoundation.org or call (202) 518-7415. 

Website of Interest: 
Check out “The Clean Communicator” newsletters on the City 
of Portsmouth’s  Clean Community website. There is a 
newsletter dedicated to what is happening in Portsmouth and 
another annual newsletter dedicated to “Clean the Bay Day.”  
http://www.portsmouthva.gov/cleancom/  
 



 

Accomack County’s  Assign-a-Highway Success 
   Accomack County’s first litter control officer, Randy Fisher, is 
having so much success with the implementation of the Assign-a-
Highway program on the Eastern Shore, that he is 
enthusiastically willing to share tips and information about 
Accomack County’s program with other regions considering the 
program. 
   Accomack County implemented the Assign-a-Highway 
program in December 2006.  Probationers in Accomack County 
are assigned 3.5 miles of roadway and there are typically about 
30 people participating in the program at any one time.  
Probationers filled 7,173 bags of trash last year from 951 miles of 
roadway.  Mr. Fisher estimates that each probationer picks up 
about 80 bags of trash a month.  If the county had paid for the 
trash removal services, it would have cost approximately $42,000 
to accomplish this. 
   To avoid excuses about not having transportation to their 
cleanup sites, Mr. Fisher assigns probationer’s clean up sites near 
their homes.  This has encouraged probationers to take pride in 
their neighborhoods and some of them have organized 
community-wide cleanups and have officially adopted their 
stretches of road through the Adopt-a-Highway program. 
   The Assign-a-Highway program was started in Buchanan 
County in 2003 by attorney Frank Kilgore.  It has spread to 28 
localities across the Commonwealth, with approximately 9,500 
probationers cleaning up an estimated 7,000 miles of roads. 
   For more information about the Assign-a-Highway program, go 
to the Assign-a-Highway website at: 
http://linux.uppertnriver.org/assign//home.php or 
contact Bobby Justus, Assign-a-Highway Program Manager, 
bjustus_assignahighway@yahoo.com or (276) 628-1600. 
   To speak with Stewart Hall, the Public Works Director for 
Accomack County about the success of the Assign-a-Highway 
program in Accomack: shall@co.accomack.va.us or              
(757) 789-3629. 
 

Litter Picks Continued 
 

Disclaimer: Reference in this publication to any specific business, 
commercial product, process or service by trade name, trademark or 
otherwise does not constitute or imply endorsement, recommendation 
or favoring by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality or 
any other state government agency . 

 

 Cleanup Events: 
 

What is the first sign of spring?  The robin you say? 
Not. It’s a VDOT orange bag at the roadside. 
Quote from Ann Masters, Clean Valley Council 

 
 

March 22 City of Lynchburg March on Litter,  
  beginning at 9 a.m. at the Community  
  Market, 12th and Main Streets. For more  
                information contact Ken Smith at    
  www.cleanlynchburg.com or   
  http://www.eeweek.org/ 
                             Or visit their website at:     
                http://www.cleanlynchburg.com/  
 
March 29 Keep Norfolk Beautiful Day, 9 a.m. – noon. 
  Contact Holly Carson for details at   
  holly.carson@norfolk.gov or                       
  (757) 441-1347. 
 

April 5   Clean Valley Council’s Clean Valley Day.  
Contact Ann Masters  at ann@cleanvalley.org  
or (540) 345-5523 or visit the website at: 
www.cleanvalley.org/cleanvalleyday.html 

 
20th Annual Potomac River Watershed 
Cleanup. Ten local Virginia governments 
have registered for this event with over 80 
cleanup sites.  To see the sites or to register 
cleanups, go to: 
http://www.fergusonfoundation.org/trash_initiativ
e/rc_sites.html 

 
April 12 Friends of the North Fork of the Shenandoah 

River Cleanup and Celebration at “First 
Spring.” Volunteers will meet at the Friends 
office in Woodstock  at 8:30 a.m.   Contact 
Leslie Watson, Executive Director of Friends 
of the North Fork, at (540) 459-8550 or 
friends@shentel.net or visit the website at 
www.fnfsr.org 

 
April 19 – 20 Citizens for Fauquier County Annual Litter 

Pickup Project. Contact Mimi Moore at 
daisyp@blackhawke.net or visit the website 
at www.citizensforfauquier.org 

 
April 26 Keep Bristol Beautiful  Great American 

Cleanup, 9 a.m. – Noon at the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce. Contact Genette 
Patton at gpatton@bristolchamber.org or 
423-989-4850 

 

Educational Resources for Litter 
   Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTB) has a list of educational 
resources available on its website.  Most of the resources are in 
PowerPoint and are intended to be used for giving presentations.   
   Here are a few examples of the educational resources available 
on the KTB website:  
Littering Facts  – A general overview about litter and how 
people view litter. 
Double Your Volunteers  – Who is likely to volunteer?  How to 
approach volunteers and how to increase volunteerism. 
Telling Your Great American Cleanup Story – This 
presentation has advice on how to promote your cleanup 
activities in the media.  What should you say and how should you 
say it? 
How to Host a Litter Free Event – This is a one page document 
that has tips on conducting a litter free event. 
Litter Lifespan  – This is a quick list of how long it takes 
common pieces of trash to decompose. 
Volunteer Meth Safety Presentation – This is a PowerPoint 
presentation to educate volunteers on how to recognize meth 
trash that volunteers might come across while conducting a 
cleanup. 
   To see these presentations, go to: 
http://www.ktnb.org/educationalresources.html 
 


